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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This application is responsive to an amendment filed 1 1/19/07. Claims 1-3 and 
5-12 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to former claim 4, now incorporated into claim 
1 , have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. The 
103 rejection in the previous office action of Eguchi et al. in view of well known prior art 
has been replaced with a 103 rejection of Eguchi et al. in view of Watanabe. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-3,6-8,11 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Eguchi et al. (US 200301 17666) in view of Watanabe (US 
20030164990). 

Regarding claim 1 , Eguchi et al. teaches a method for tracking facsimile jobs, 
comprising the steps of: (a) determining whether a return message (interpreted as an 
error message) is associated with the prepared message (interpreted as the original 
image data) that originated at the originating device (the CPU 2 determines that the 
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data received does not contain image data; fig. 6, step 52, para 48; fig. 12, steps 202 
and 203, paras 68 and 69), and (b) in response to an affirmative determination in step 
(a), interpreting the return message as an incoming message not intended for printing 
and processing the return message according to a first predetermined configuration of 
the originating device (fig. 6, step 56 other processes; fig. 12, steps 208,209); whereby 
in response to a negative determination in step (b), an incoming message is interpreted 
as a valid message intended for printing and is processed according to a second 
predetermined configuration of the originating device (fig. 6, step 54). 

Eguchi et al. do not specifically disclose that the return message is not printed. 
The Examiner takes official notice of the fact that it is known in the art to disallow 
printing an error message because it would be a waste of resources (e.g., 
consumables). Watanabe teaches a facsimile apparatus (1), compliant with two delivery 
confirmation mails, having a CPU (11) that controls a print control section (para. 39). 
Upon receiving delivery confirmation e-mails the CPU executes delivery confirmation 
mail processing (fig. 5, para 55), wherein a user may arbitrarily set as the print setting to 
the "never" setting (para 62,63,69). Eguchi's print and display setting could be modified 
with the print setting as taught by Watanabe. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use the print setting of Watanabe 
for the purpose of saving resources. 

Regarding claim 2, Eguchi teaches the step of detecting the presence of 
information indicative of the error condition in the return message (an error e-mail is 
received that informs the fax of the error; para 48, last sentence). 
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Regarding claim 3, Eguchi teaches the display (10a) and/or printer(9) reads on 
the error reporting mechanism. 

Regarding claims 6-8, Eguchi teaches the facsimile device (1) has 
communication capabilities over a PSTN(13) or LAN(14). 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 12, Eguchi teaches the return message is in the form of 
MDN or DSN (fig. 12, step 202). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 5,9 and 10 objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimberly A. Williams whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 7471. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571=272-1000. 

Kimberly A Williams 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2625 

KAW 

January 23, 2008 



